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Research
Interests

I’m interested in understanding the mechanisms that support sustainable large-scale
collaboration dynamics. In particular, I am exploring the interactions between mech-
anisms at different scales of behavior, such as individuals, teams, and the community,
and linking them to outcomes. I use a computational social science approach which
combines theory driven frameworks with innovative computational methods, from net-
work analysis and causal modeling among others, that leverage large-scale observational
datasets.

Education PhD in Information Science 2023
University of Michigan
Advisor: Daniel Romero

BSc in Computer Science & Engineering (First Class) 2011
University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka

Experience Postdoctoral fellow 2023 -
University of Michigan, Center for the Study of Complex Systems Ann Arbor, MI

Research Assistant 2022 - 2023
University of Michigan, Center for the Study of Complex Systems Ann Arbor, MI

Research Assistant 2016 - 2021
University of Michigan, School of Information Ann Arbor, MI

Research Intern May 2020 - Aug 2020
USC Information Sciences Institute Los Angeles, CA

Research Intern Jun 2017 - Aug 2017
Bell Laboratories, Social Dynamics Team Cambridge, UK

Research Fellow Aug 2016 - present
LIRNEasia Colombo, Sri Lanka

Senior Researcher Apr 2015 - Aug 2016
LIRNEasia, Big Data for Development Team Colombo, Sri Lanka

Researcher Apr 2014 - March 2015
LIRNEasia, Big Data for Development Team Colombo, Sri Lanka

Senior Software Engineer Jan 2014 - Apr 2015
CodeGen International Colombo, Sri Lanka

Software Engineer Dec 2011 - Dec 2013
CodeGen International Colombo, Sri Lanka
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Scholarly
Presentations

“‘Ties That Bind: Influence of Online Social Capital on Relocation Choice after Dis-
asters”, IC2S2 2022

“How GitHub Projects Respond to Increased Attention”, IC2S2 2020

“Herding a Deluge of Good Samaritans: How GitHub Projects Respond to Increased
Attention.”, MIDAS Symposium 2020



“Psychological Response of Communities affected by Natural Disasters in Social Me-
dia”, UMTweetCon2019

“Psychological Response of Communities affected by Natural Disasters in Social Me-
dia”, MIDAS Symposium 2018 (Award for Most Innovative Use of Data)

Professional
Service

Reviewing: ICWSM 2023, IC2S2 2022, CSCW 2022, ICWSM 2022, WebScience
(WWW) 2021, CSCW 2021, ICWSM 2021, EPJ Data Science, IC2S2 2020, ICWSM
2020, WWW 2020, WSDM 2020, ICDM 2020, Nature Scientific Reports, WWW 2018,
WSDM 2018

Mentoring: Kaifeng Chen (Masters Student), Stella Choi (Masters Student), Jiaxin
Ye (Undegraduate Student), Eric Lian (Undergraduate Student)

Teaching
Experience

SIADS 516: Big Data: Scalable Data Processing Summer 2022
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI

SIADS 652: Network Analysis May 2022
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI

CMPLXSYS 251: Computational Social Science Winter 2022
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI

SI 618: Data Manipulation and Analysis Fall 2021
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI

SI 301: Models of Social Information Processing Fall 2017
University of Michigan Ann Arbor, MI


